
Governor's Organ Donation Advisory Committee
2019 Annual Report



2       |   ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION ANNUAL REPORT



HEALTH.MO.GOV/ORGANDONOR   |       3

Table of Contents
 4	 FROM THE CHAIRPERSON/ 
	 DIRECTOR
	 Joan Keiser; Randall W. Williams, MD, FACOG

 5	 GOVERNOR'S ORGAN DONATION 		
	 ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 6	 REMEMBER/HONOR
	 Donor Family Recognition Program 

 7	 EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES
	 Increasing awareness about the importance  
	 of organ, eye and tissue donation

11	 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

12	FEATURE STORY
	 Improving donation outcomes

14	VOLUNTEERING 
	 Kreitler Family, Dixon, Hutson Family,  
	 Starr, Dunn 

18	MISSOURI SNAPSHOT 
	 Data reports

22	LICENSE OFFICES
	 Local license offices' achievements and 
	 support

24	REGISTRY PARTICIPATION
	 Organ donor registration percentages and 	 	
	 percent of change from Missouri's local license 		
	 offices' registrations

Vision

Mission

Healthy Missourians for Life

Available organs and tissues through informed 
citizens and an efficient, confidential registry of 
potential donors.
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Joan M. Keiser

From the
   Chairperson

s I reflect on the past year, it is indeed with a 
grateful heart and mind that I give thanks, on behalf 
of GODAC (the Governor's Organ Donation Advisory 
Committee), for the opportunity to continue the 

efforts that began in 1996; to inform and educate the 
public regarding donation.

It is a privilege to work with our partners - the state 
Departments of Health and Senior Services, Elementary 
and Secondary Education, and Revenue; Midwest 
Transplant Network; Mid-America Transplant; Gift of Life; 
Saving Sight; and the Missouri Kidney Program.

We are feeling blessed and report highlights from last year:

•	 Capitol Day/Proclamation for Donate Life Month,

•	 Donor Family Recognition event that welcomed 183 
and honored 73 donors,

•	 Gift of Life's collaboration and development of a new 
program - "Learn Life Savers" for high school students,

•	 Review of our strategic plan, and

•	 Outreach with the Missouri Department of 
Conservation and Missouri public libraries.

Missouri has more than three million who are listed on 
the registry. We are thankful and grateful for your support 
and blessed to have served this last year to encourage our 
vision of Healthy Missourians for Life to come true. May 
you find yourself feeling grateful, thankful and blessed!

Joan M. Keiser, GODAC Chair

A uiding the Department and its Organ and Tissue 
Donor Program is the Governor's Organ Donation 
Advisory Committee (GODAC). I am grateful for 

the long term commitment of Committee members as 
they dedicate their service to guide, educate, and remain 
devoted advocates for organ, eye and tissue donation.  

The people of Missouri are generous, compassionate and 
willing to help each other. I had the honor to participate 
and speak with donor families at the April 2019 Donor 
Family Recognition Program; a humbling, heartfelt and 
rewarding event that demonstrates our gratefulness for 
the donor families' courageous and selfless acts to save 
others. 

I am thankful for the Committee's unwavering service 
and to the strong relationships with the Departments of 
Revenue, Conservation and Elementary and Secondary 
Education; and the many other partners. Together these 
relationships positively impact the lives of others every 
single day.

Through continued collaborative efforts and you, the 
people of Missouri, hundreds of more lives will be blessed 
and transformed through your generosity and compassion. 
I am grateful and thankful for all in the state of Missouri 
who support organ, eye and tissue donation and the 
state's Donor Registry System.

Randall W. Williams, MD, FACOG

From the
   DIRECTOR

Randall W. Williams

G
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The Governor's Organ Donation Advisory Committee recommends expenditure priorities from the Organ 
Donor Program Fund; assists in the development of organ donor awareness programs; and submits an 
annual report of activities and recommendations to the Governor, the General Assembly and the Director 
of The Department of Health and Senior Services (RSMo 194.297, 194.299, and 194.302). The Committee is 
committed to this service through collaboration with partners across the state.

Debra Simaitis,  
Vice-Chairperson 
Term: 2011-Present  
Donor Family 
Representative 

Debra Simaitis

Jan Finn, Member 
Term: 1999-Present 
Organ Procurement 
Organization 
Representative

Jan Finn

Phil Duncan, Member 
Term: 2011-Present 
Organ Recipient 
Representative

Phil Duncan

Peter Nicastro, 
Member 
Term: 2006-Present 
Organ Recipient 
Representative

Peter Nicastro

Virginia Beatty, 
Secretary 
Term: 2006-Present 
DHSS Representative

Virginia Beatty

Committee Members

We are thankful and grateful for your 
support and blessed to have served 
this last year to encourage our vision 
of Healthy Missourians for Life to 
come true.

“
”
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Donor families, GODAC members, partner organization staff and legislators on the State Capitol’s Grand Staircase during the 
2019 Donor Family Recognition Program and Capitol Day. Some family members were not available for the photo.

Remember/Honor

Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services
Fourth Annual Donor Family Recognition Program
April 9, 2019, was the fourth annual statewide Donor 
Family Recognition Program. The program is a part of the 
annual Capitol Day, which promotes public awareness 
of organ, eye and tissue donation at the State Capitol. 
The event was sponsored by DHSS, GODAC, Mid-America 
Transplant, Midwest Transplant Network, Saving Sight, 
Missouri Kidney Program and Team Missouri. Seventy-
three organ, eye and tissue donors were recognized during 
the program, which was attended by 183 donor family 
members. 

As they arrived, families checked in with event volunteers, 
met and visited with each other and displayed their loved 

one’s photo in the Third Floor Rotunda. The program 
began with breakfast and rock painting. A group photo 
was taken on the grand staircase, scheduled by Rep. Love’s 
office. Donor family members and event volunteers, along 
with legislators and their staff, took part in the photo.  

Following the grand staircase photo, families were 
introduced to the House of Representatives by Rep. 
Love. During which they participated in a moment of 
silence in honor of the donors and the presentation 
of a House Resolution recognizing April as Donate Life 
Month in Missouri. From the House, the families moved 
to the First Floor Rotunda for the recognition ceremony 
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Educate, Inspire, Share

Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services

hosted by GODAC Chair, Joan Keiser, and Vice-Chair, Deb 
Simaitis. Guest speakers included Governor Michael L. 
Parson, Reverend Anthony McPherson, Rep. Rob Vescovo, 
Judge Gary Schmidt (retired), and GODAC member, Peter 
Nicastro. Each guest speaker shared their testimony about 
the importance of donors, donor families and the decision 
these families made to give the gift of life. Each family 
was presented a certificate of 
appreciation in recognition of 
their loved one’s gift. 

Once the recognition 
ceremony concluded, the 
families traveled back to the 
Third Floor Alcove where 
they enjoyed a social hour 
and another rock painting 
opportunity.
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Educate, Inspire, Share

Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services

Missouri law allows recognized organizations that provide 
unbiased information on organ, eye, and tissue donation 
to present their program to the schools’ governing bodies. 
Schools decide whether to present the information to  
students and in what subject matter classroom. Students 
have the option to decline participation if they have a  
sincere belief to the contrary.

Gift of Life (GOL) leads Missouri's collaborative effort to 
implement "Learn Life Savers", a free on-line, unbiased 
program developed for the high school student audience. 
The program provides a lesson plan and resources that 
can easily be implemented into current curriculum. The 
program will be finalized and piloted by the work group in 
early 2020. Call GOL at (913) 851-1947 for information.

The decisions first responders make in the field with 
neurologically traumatized patients, who do not have the 
viability of survival, can make all the difference in whether 
or not those patients are able to be donors. 

The MU Health Care Emergency Education Office continues 
to support the free on-line Keep Hope Alive training 
for emergency medical personnel by providing a free 
continuing education unit (CEU). Training is available at 
health.mo.gov/training/keephopealive/registration.php. 

Staff participated in the HOSA-Future Health Professionals 
annual conference in March 2019. The exhibit included 
educational materials, give-aways provided by partners 
and an interactive tic-tac-toe game that challenged 
student knowledge about organ, eye and tissue donation. 
Team members who answered questions correctly 
received a Donate Life Missouri mouse pad. Staff also 
served as judges for various education based events. 
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education released a YouTube video highlighting the 2019 
Conference.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjCVbikrx7Q

Learn Life Savers

2019 HOSA Conference

Keep Hope Alive - Free Training
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The Department 
of Revenue (DOR), 
Motor Vehicle and 

Driver Licensing Division and its contract license offices 
continue as partners in donor registration in Missouri. 
Driver license, non-driver license and permit transactions 
continue to be a majority percentage of all registry 
participation requests. Requests for registry participation, 
optional symbol placement and $1 donations are 
initiated by contract license offices and data is submitted 
electronically through a secure, encrypted process to the 
Donor Registry System (DRS). 

Furthermore, individuals may request a “Be An Organ 
Donor" specialty motor vehicle license plate to show 
their support of donor programs. Go to dor.mo.gov. The 
DOR strives to provide training for its contract license 
offices to ensure required procedures and Missouri law 

mandates are followed, including asking  applicants if 
they want to consent to register as an organ, eye and 
tissue donor, and their decision regarding placement of 
the optional donor symbol.

Many local contract offices also work with partner 
agencies to receive additional training and provide 
additional information to customers. The DOR distributed 
processing reminders and reporting information to the 
license offices through weekly newsletters, regional 
representatives and office resource links. The DOR 
continues to provide statistical information on persons 
consenting to registry participation and those consenting 
to donate $1 to the organ donor fund during  transaction 
processing.

Educate, Inspire, Share

What a Year! 
Gift of Life in Kansas City is always improving, 
always trying to reach more individuals 
regarding the importance of organ, eye and 
tissue donation and always wanting to do 
more. This year was filled with expansion and 
new ideas.

A three-year grant was awarded to Gift of Life from Mid- 
America Transplant Foundation to expand the Life Savers 
classroom program to St. Louis. India Caffey will do just 
that! She began classroom presentations in October and 
hopes to continue growing the program in St. Louis and 
mirror the success of the high school outreach in Kansas 
City. 

Learn Life Savers is an on-line program with a 30-minute 
lesson plan for teachers, and it is gaining traction. Gift of 
Life is working closely with GODAC to reach teachers in 
Missouri so they can educate high school students about 

organ, eye and tissue donation….all within the reach of 
one click. Learn more at learnlifesavers.com.

Transplant Mentors have mentored 700 families from 
26 states since 2009 as they face the new journey of a 
transplant. Thanks to Andy Donnelly, manager of the 
Transplant Mentors Program, Gift of Life is on a record 
setting pace to mentor 85 families this year. 

Educating and mentoring one person at a time…that is 
what Gift of Life does best!

700
Families Mentored from 

26
States

Gift of Life by Kim Harbur

Missouri Department of Revenue by Gina Wisch
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The Missouri Kidney Program (MoKP), administered by 
the University of Missouri School of Medicine, is a state 
funded organization that provides financial assistance 
for eligible Missourians with end-stage renal disease or 
who received a kidney transplant. The program supports 
education and research; partners with dialysis centers, 
transplant centers, and others to reduce the burden of the 
national kidney wait list; and provides expertise in health 
insurance for kidney disease, including Medicaid and 
Medicare. 

MoKP encourages the mission through exhibits at events 
throughout the state, educating providers, educators, and 
patients about the MoKP services and the Missouri Organ 
and Tissue Donor Registry. MoKP will also continue to 
encourage living donation as a means to reduce wait times 
on the kidney transplant list.

MoKP was thrilled to have the support of the DHSS team 
during the event to honor transplant recipients with an 
art exhibit from The United Network of Organ Sharing 
(UNOS). The “Art of the Scar” exhibit focused on the 
scars of transplant recipients and the impact transplants 
have on the lives of recipients, donors and loved ones. 
The local National Public Radio member station recorded 
conversations with local recipients, living donors, and 
families, giving them an opportunity to share how 
transplant changed their lives. This event served as a 
powerful reminder of the impact collaboration around 
organ donation has on the lives of others. The MoKP 
values its long-standing partnerships, including with 
the team at DHSS Organ and Tissue Donor Program and 
Registry. During FY 19, MoKP staff assisted with logistics at 
the Donor Family Recognition Program and served as part 
of the GODAC  “Learn Life Savers” program team. MoKP 
will continue to value these partnerships. 

Upcoming projects include working with the National 
Kidney Foundation to promote adoption of the Kidney 
Lab Initiative in Missouri, assisting with the first Chronic 
Kidney Disease ECHO in the nation, and the development 
of a transplant workbook where individuals on dialysis can 
track their transplant journey. 

Educate, Inspire, Share

Missouri Kidney Program by Valerie Hardesty

Impacting Lives

Kay and Bill Buck
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Financial Summary

FY 2019
7.1.2018-6.30.2019

				  
	 Budgeted	 Actual	

   Available Beginning Cash Balance (7.1.2018)	 $651,295.81	 $651,295.81

   REVENUE	 $243,411.00	 $261,308.60

   EXPENSES

	 Personnel	 ($206,858.00)	 ($195,292.68)

	 Education & Program Initiatives	 ($44,032.00)	 ($79,102.64)

	 Program Operations	 ($40,390.00)	 ($36,997.67)

	 Registry Operations	 ($24,147.00)	 ($16,294.54)

	 Refunds	 ($25.00)	 ($0.00)

	 Total Expenses	 ($314,452.00)	 ($327,687.53)

   Projected Available Ending Cash Balance	 $579,254.81	 $584,916.88

	 Dept. Operations & Network Costs		  ($30,104.37)

   Fund Ending Cash Balance (6.30.2019)		  $615,021.25

Fund Report
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$261,308.60
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Budgeted Actual

$315,452.00

$327,687.53

$230,000.00

$250,000.00

$270,000.00

$290,000.00

$310,000.00

$330,000.00

$350,000.00

1

Expenses
Budgeted vs. Actual

Budgeted Actual
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Educate, Inspire, Share

Serving Missouri

Midwest Transplant Network (MTN) regularly provides 
educational opportunities for clinical community members 
to ensure donors and their families receive the highest-
quality care. MTN staff aim to share key insights and 
research about the organ, eye and tissue procurement 
process, while encouraging participants to become 
champions for donation. 

During the 2019 reporting period, MTN offered four 
continuing education events:
•	 a respiratory therapy symposium,
•	 a critical care donation symposium, and
•	 two brain death symposiums.

These educational offerings help MTN staff build 
relationships with community partner organizations and 
individuals, like physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists 
and transplant surgeons.

Feedback from these events was overwhelmingly positive 
from the 223 total participants. One attendee from a 
Kansas City-based respiratory therapy summit said, “MTN 
gives the best symposiums — both in terms of materials 
presented and presenter-audience interaction.” 

Carol Benson, RN, MSM, MTN’s Director of Hospital 
Services says, “These educational offerings are so 
important not only for attendees, who gain valuable 
donation knowledge and continuing education credits, 
but also for our staff, who strengthen the meaningful 
connections that are vital in our field.”

When Mid-America Transplant moved into its state-of-the-
art facility in 2008 with organ and tissue recovery surgical 
suites, the organization knew it had transformed the 
process of donation in the United States. Today, through 
clinical studies conducted within the facility, it is now 
influencing donation worldwide.

Mid-America Transplant Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Gary 
Marklin, has led or assisted in several clinical research 
studies with Saint Louis University and Washington 
University is St. Louis. These studies have led to 
improvements in clinical organ donor management to 
improve organ function and increase the number of organs 
made available for transplant.

Historically, very little research has been available on how 
to optimize organs for transplant through donor medical 
management. During FY 19, research published and/or 
conducted at Mid-America Transplant has:
•	 experienced positive results in a preliminary study 

aimed at improving lung utilization when a lung donor 
is placed in a prone position to improve the oxygen 
exchange in the lungs.

•	 increased the number of organs available for 
transplant by identifying a process that finds the 
optimal balance of fluids versus medication given to 
the donor needed to maintain organ viability.  

Midwest Transplant Network Symposiums 
- strengthening relationships, improving 
donation 

Clinical research conducted at  
Mid-America Transplant earns 
international mention

Mid-America Transplant and Midwest Transplant Network – the organ procurement organizations (OPOs) 
serving Missouri – are using state-of-the-art facilities to improve organ and tissue donation at a regional, 
national and international level. Through continuing education symposiums and clinical research, Missouri’s 
OPOs continue to pursue their mission to save lives.

by Justin Phelps and Michala Stoker
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Educate, Inspire, Share

In addition, a study conducted in 2009 at Mid-America 
Transplant and published in 2013 influenced donor medical 
management on an international scale during FY 19. The 
study determined that reducing the quantity of steroids 
given to a lung donor does not impact the donor’s heart 
or lungs. This discovery was referenced in the consensus 
statement of the International Society of Heart and Lung 
Transplantation journal to inform the best clinical care for 
lung and heart donors.

“Our facility is optimally designed for our lifesaving team 
at Mid-America Transplant,” said Dr. Marklin. “Not only 
does this space allow our clinical team to provide the 
best possible care for donors and deliver safe, reliable 
organs and tissues for transplant, but it has also allowed 
us to conduct clinical research that could impact lives 
worldwide.”

Bottom Two Photos: Staff from Mid-America Transplant (no 
specific order): Melissa Stephens, Bethany Perkins, Amanda 
Bell, Lindsey Speir, and Alisa Jones
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After their son, Zach, passed away and donated his corneas, Kathy and Dave Kreitler began a passion project with 
family and friends in honor of Zach. They started restoring a 1965 Chevy short-bed, step-side pick-up truck, which 
Zach hoped to work on as a father-son project with Dave. After about five years and many hours of work, the project 
was completed. The Kreitlers have taken Zach’s truck to car shows throughout Missouri to raise awareness for organ 
and tissue donation since 2017. A volunteer of Mid-America Transplant, Kathy has spoken with more than 400 people 
at 25 car shows since then.

 “Kathy and her husband 
have turned the tragic 
loss of their son into an 
opportunity to spread 
awareness about the 
importance of organ and 
tissue donation,” said 
Sara Danner, Volunteer 
Coordinator at Mid-
America Transplant. “She 
is committed to not only 
honoring Zach at each show 
but also sharing his story 
and encouraging everyone 
to register as a donor. These 
shows are not simply about 
a restored truck, but also an 
incredible way to promote 
donation and keep Zach’s 
spirit alive.”

A Project of Passion by Justin Phelps

Family and friends honor Zach by restoring this 1965 Chevy short-bed that was 
planned as a father-son project.

VVolunteering

Kathy and her husband have turned the tragic 
loss of their son into an opportunity to spread 
awareness about the importance of organ, eye 
and tissue donation.

“
”
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Just four months before he died, Chris Hutson made 
the decision to be an organ donor when he received his 
driver’s license. He got lost on his way to an appointment. 
While stopped at an intersection to get directions on 
his phone, a man shouted at him, “Learn how to drive!” 
After pulling side by side the man fired a gun through the 
window and drove away. Chris became an organ and tissue 
donor at the age of 19.

Heart recipient Gary Dixon, left, has become quick friends with the Hutson family (L to R), Jaiden, 
Desmond, Carthesa, and Chris Hutson, Sr. Together they reach high school students with their  
powerful story. 

VVolunteering
One Heart, Two Families by Kim Harbur

Gary Dixon was in the hospital waiting for a heart 
transplant and Chris Hutson saved his life. Gary wrote the 
Hutson family a letter to express his gratitude. The families 
eventually met and have become great friends. Truly one 
heart has connected these two families.

They share their powerful story as Gift of Life volunteers 
reaching high school students with the message of the life 
value of organ, eye and tissue donation. 
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Barb Starr is the mother of two donors 
— David, who died in a vehicle crash 
in 1991, and Kit, who became a living 
kidney donor. Starr’s journey with 
donation began when David passed 
and his final gifts gave a man with 
four children life for many years with 
a new heart, enhanced the lives of 
up to 50 people with his tissues, and 
gave sight with his corneas to two 
others. Nearly 10 years later, Starr’s 
donation advocacy led her and Kit 
to the Transplant Games of America. 
At the 2002 Games they met Scott. 
When Kit learned that Scott needed 
another kidney, he gave him one of his. 
Kit spoke to his motivation, “If David 
had been dying because he needed an 
organ (instead of having been in a car  
accident) and someone did that for 
us, just think how different our lives would have been.”  

Starr’s involvement with donation continues beyond her 
connection through her sons. Prior to her retirement, 
Starr served as co-chair of the Donation Advisory Council 
at Saint Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City. Additionally, she 
has given her time and talents for more than 25 years as 
a volunteer Ambassador at Midwest Transplant Network; 
giving over 100 hours educating the community through 
tabletop awareness events, public speaking engagements 

Honoring and Sharing by Nichole Asquith

VVolunteering

and media interviews. She served for many years as a 
Donor Family Liaison to Team MO-KAN and sat on the 
Midwest Transplant Network Advisory Board for three 
years.

“Barb brings a unique passion and commitment to 
supporting donor families and the message of donation, 
and we are so thankful for her,” said MTN Community 
Engagement Coordinator, Nichole Asquith.

Barbara Starr

Register and
Talk to Your Family Today
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VVolunteering
Restored Sight by Nicole Flood

Retired Pediatrics Nurse Shares Her Story of Restored Sight 
with the Community. 

As a retired pediatrics nurse and two-time cornea 
transplant recipient, Elaine Dunn is familiar with the 
impact eye, organ and tissue transplantation has on the 
lives of others. 

Elaine required corneal transplants due to corneal scarring 
and Keratoconus, a progressive eye disease that thins the 
cornea and causes it to become cone-shaped, distorting 
vision. 

Thanks to her corneal transplants, Elaine, who celebrated 
her 81st birthday this February, is able to enjoy watching 
birds outdoors from her dining room window again. She 
and her husband are also able to keep up with their five 
children, 12 grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren now 
as well.

Elaine chose to write to her donor’s 
family to say thank you for their 
generosity that made her transplant 
possible. “The tissue is so priceless 

to the people who need it. I will be forever thankful to her 
(Elaine’s eye donor), to her family and to God for my new 
cornea. When you help someone else the blessings will 
always be returned to you.”

Since her transplants, Elaine has become a volunteer and 
ambassador for Saving Sight. She not only chose to share 
her thank you letter with her donor family, but has also 
shared her story with Saving Sight so others can know the 
importance of the gift of sight. Saving Sight co-hosted a 
Candlelight Memorial with Mid-America Transplant on 
March 16, 2019. We were honored to have Elaine speak at 
the event to share her gratitude for her restored sight as a 
cornea recipient.

L to R: Haley Lyne, Elaine Dunn, and Rick White



18       |   ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION ANNUAL REPORT

Missouri Snapshot

Eligible Designated Donor Rate (EDDR)
The percentage of eligible deaths 
(as defined by UNOS eligible death 
definition) who are registered donors.

Donor Designation Rate (DDR)
The percentage of individuals during 
a quarter who say “yes” to donation 
when given the opportunity during a 
motor vehicle department transaction.

Data limitations exist. For additional 
information, contact Donate Life 
America.

(All data on these pages is subject to change due to future data submission or correction.)

Source: Missouri Donor Registry System

Source: Donate Life America 2019 Annual Update

Missouri Donor Registration Data



HEALTH.MO.GOV/ORGANDONOR   |       19

Missouri Snapshot

Transplant Statistics

372 

Transplant Recipients

226
Kidney

72
Liver

49
Heart

31
Lung

11
Kidney- 

Pancreas

0
Pancreas Intestine

0

Heroes 

Source: United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network; July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Source: United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network; July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Living Donors, Deceased Donors

Organ Donors

FY 17

102 49 50
Living

Deceased

259 148 168

Living Living

FY 18 FY 19

Deceased Deceased

Organ Donors | Recipients

FY 17 FY 18 FY 19

361 197 218
Donors

Recipients

665 328 372

Donors Donors

Recipients Recipients

50 168

Source: United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network; Missouri 
Reported as Home State/Permanent Residence; 
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Source: United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network; Missouri 
Reported as Home State/Permanent Residence; 
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019
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Missouri Snapshot

Registered by Gender

Female Male
2,052,806

52.99% 47.01%

1,821,199

Source: Missouri Donor Registry System, does not include 
out-of-state registrants.

3,874,005
Missouri Registrants

Source: Missouri Donor Registry System, does not include 
out-of-state registrants.

65+ 399,428

506,024

592,432

651,386

788,580

739,435

185,870

18-24
15-17

55-64
45-54
35-44
25-34

Registered by Age

10,850≤14
Source: Missouri Donor Registry System, does not include 
out-of-state registrants.

u
u

u
u
u

u
u

u
Registered by Age Census Table

Age Group
Registrants 
6/29/2019*

2018** 
Census 

Estimates

Estimated 
State 

Population 
Registered

<= 14 10,850 1,142,600 0.95%
15-17 185,870 234,230 79.35%
18-24 739,435 566,385 130.55%
25-34 788,580 823,505 95.76%
35-44 651,386 744,539 87.49%
45-54 592,432 751,688 78.81%
55-64 506,024 829,541 61.00%
>= 65 399,428 1,033,964 38.63%
Total 
Registrants*

3,874,005

Total Population Estimate 6,126,452
Total Percent of Estimated State 
Population Registered

63.24%

Source:  Missouri Donor Registry System and 2018 U.S. Census 
Bureau. Notes: *Count does not include out-of-state registrants. 
Other registrants may have moved and not updated their records. 
**Census data are estimates and may not reflect the exact 
population total.

One organ donor can save 
eight lives and enhance the 

lives of many more. 1:8
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Removed from Waiting List

Removed from waiting list. Data reflects a calendar year as 
of November 30, 2019. Source: OPTN data as of December 
25, 2019, www.optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/data/. Missouri 
noted as residence. 

CY17 CY18 CY19

28 29 25
Passed Away Passed Away Passed Away

Too Sick Too Sick Too Sick

39 33 29

Notes: Some data in this report is based on United Network for Organ 

Sharing (UNOS), Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) 

Data Requests DATA004515-16. The content is the responsibility of the 

authors alone and does not necessarily reflect the view or policies of the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, nor does mention of 

trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement 

by the U.S. Government. Data from OPTN is based on the recipient or the 

donor information indicating that the individual's permanent residence or 

primary residence is Missouri. Data is subject to change due to future data 

submission or correction.

Missouri Waitlist
Organ Individuals 

Waiting
Heart-Lung 3
Heart 53
Intestine 2
Kidney 1,141
Kidney-Pancreas 15
Liver 116
Lung 14
Pancreas 6
Total* 1,330
Source: United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) as of August 

31, 2019. Note: *Total number of patients in all organ types is less 

than the sum of the organs due to patients listed for multiple organs.

Every 10 minutes, someone 
new is added to the national 

transplant waiting list.

On average, 18 people die 
each day while waiting for a 

transplant.

Missouri & National Snapshot

85.8%
of Missouri waitlist patients 
need a kidney transplant.
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License Offices

The local license offices with the highest percentage of 
registrations and contribution collections per transaction 
receive recognition. Recognition is in the form of a 
certificate, as well as mention in a Department of Health 
and Senior Services news release and this report. 

Awards are calculated on a quarterly and yearly basis. The 
following offices were recognized in FY 19. Each list begins 
with the license office with the highest ranking. Partner 
agencies distribute the awards to the offices.

First Quarter
Registrations
•	 Liberty
•	 Columbia South
•	 Parkville
•	 Des Peres
•	 Belton

Contributions
•	 Pacific
•	 Montgomery City
•	 Hartville
•	 Lamar
•	 Imperial

Second Quarter
Registrations
•	 Liberty
•	 Parkville
•	 Columbia South
•	 Harrisonville
•	 Platte City

Contributions
•	 Afton
•	 Hartville
•	 Rock Port
•	 Montgomery City
•	 Joplin

Third Quarter
Registrations
•	 Parkville
•	 Liberty
•	 Columbia South
•	 Platte City
•	 Belton

Contributions
•	 Hartville
•	 Montgomery City
•	 Princeton
•	 Excelsior Springs
•	 Stockton

Fourth Quarter
Registrations
•	 Columbia South
•	 Parkville
•	 Liberty
•	 Blue Springs
•	 Platte City

Contributions
•	 Louisiana
•	 Stockton
•	 Waynesville
•	 Hartville
•	 Princeton

Yearly
Registrations
•	 Liberty
•	 Parkville
•	 Columbia South
•	 Platte City
•	 Pacific

Contributions
•	 Hartville
•	 Montgomery City
•	 Princeton
•	 Lamar
•	 Rock Port

FY 19 Awards

Every April during National Donate Life Month, we 
celebrate National Blue and Green Day. DMV partners 
across our service area were encouraged to show their 
spirit and submit pictures.

We greatly appreciate our DMV partners, as they play a 
vital role in making organ, eye and tissue transplantation 
possible. Their support of the donor registry on Blue and 

Green Day and throughout the year is 
priceless. 

Thank you to these offices and all 
others who showed off their blue and 
green that day. We hope to receive 
picture submissions from all our DMV 
partners in April 2020.

Blue and Green Day

150 Local license offices met or exceeded the 
registration goal of 47%.



HEALTH.MO.GOV/ORGANDONOR   |       23

Compared to FY 18, the following license offices, calculated by location independent of contractor, showed the highest 
percent of increase for registrations and/or contributions in FY 19. A full report showing the percent of change for 
registrations by office begins on page 24. The offices listed below received certificates, delivered by partner agencies, in 
recognition of their efforts.

Registrations
Office County Percent of 

Change
Marble Hill Bollinger 14.5
Kansas City Jackson 9.6
Houston Texas 9.0

Trenton Grundy 8.3
Poplar Bluff Butler 7.9
Unionville Putnam 7.5
Macon Macon 7.2
Louisiana Pike 7.0
Monticello Lewis 6.8
Note: Contractor change or office closure during FY 18 or FY 19 
may alter the percentage. Data is subject to change based on 
future data submission or correction.

Highest Percent of Change

License Offices

Contributions
Office County Percent of 

Change
Afton St. Louis 21.3
Kansas City Jackson 19.6
Paris Monroe 16.7
Waynesville Pulaski 15.2
O'Fallon St. Charles 13.9
Louisiana Pike 13.6
Stockton Cedar 13.5
St. Charles St. Charles 11.1
Sugar Creek Jackson 10.5
Note: Contractor change or office closure during FY 18 or FY 19 
may alter the percentage. Data is subject to change based on 
future data submission or correction.

Order your
Be An Organ Donor
specialty plate at:

dor.mo.gov
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Missouri Registry Participation

Offices in bold text, 150 offices, met or exceeded the average registration goal of 47 percent for FY 19.

CARROLL
	     Carrollton................................49.9%	 +2.9

CARTER
	     Van Buren................................35.2%	 -1.3

CASS
	 Belton.....................................63.4%	 +0.9
	 Harrisonville...........................63.5%	 +4.0

CEDAR
	 Stockton..................................27.3%	 -20.4

CHARITON
	 Keytesville...............................43.1%	 +2.4

CHRISTIAN
	 Nixa........................................ 61.3%	 +1.4
	 Ozark......................................62.6%	 +3.3

CLARK
	 Kahoka....................................56.0%	 +3.3

CLAY
	 Excelsior Springs....................63.8%	 +3.1
	 Gladstone...............................56.9%	 +3.3
	 Liberty....................................67.3%	 +2.8
	 North Kansas City...................51.9%	 +2.6

CLINTON
	 Cameron.................................56.1%	 +2.9
	 Plattsburg...............................61.0%	 +4.3

COLE
	 Jefferson City..........................52.5%	 +0.6
	 Jefferson City Mail In..............41.3%	 -0.5
	 Jefferson City Mini Branch.....56.1%	 -0.4

COOPER
	 Boonville................................53.8%	 +3.8

CRAWFORD
	 Cuba.......................................53.0%	 +5.4
	 Steelville.................................49.9%	 +4.4

DADE
	 Greenfield..............................55.2%	 +4.7

DALLAS	
	 Buffalo....................................47.6%	 +1.8

DAVIES
	 Gallatin...................................23.9%	 +4.3

DENT
	 Salem......................................44.7%	 +1.6

County/Office Name                    FY 19 % of Change

ADAIR
	 Kirksville.....................................48.3%	 +2.3

ANDREW
	 Savannah....................................60.8%	 +5.5

ATCHISON
	 Rock Port....................................60.4%	 +3.1

AUDRAIN
	 Mexico........................................51.6%	 +1.0

BARRY
	 Cassville......................................48.2%	 +3.4
	 Monett.......................................52.7%	 +2.8

BARTON
	 Lamar......................................... 55.4%	 +3.4

BATES
	 Butler.......................................... 58.1%	 +4.4

BENTON
	 Warsaw......................................49.7%	 +2.9

BOLLINGER
	 Marble Hill..................................46.4.0%                   14.5
	 (reopened after a period of closure)

BOONE
	 Columbia....................................51.2%	 +0.5
	 Columbia South.........................66.8%	 +0.6

BUCHANAN
	 St. Joseph....................................46.0%	 -0.3

BUTLER
	 Poplar Bluff.................................45.6%	 +7.9

CALDWELL
	 Kingston.....................................57.3%	 +2.9

CALLAWAY
	 Fulton......................................... 52.7%	 +4.4

CAMDEN
	 Camdenton.................................60.5%	 +3.6

CAPE GIRARDEAU
	 Cape Girardeau..........................56.0%	 +2.2
	 Jackson....................................... 49.9%	 +4.6

County/Office Name                    FY 19 % of Change
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Missouri Registry Participation

Offices in bold text, 150 offices, met or exceeded the average registration goal of 47 percent for FY 19.

DOUGLAS
	 Ava.......................................... 43.9%	 +2.0

DUNKLIN
	 Kennett...................................42.7%	 +2.2
	 Malden...................................36.0%	 +0.9

FRANKLIN
	 Pacific.....................................64.6%	 +2.1
	 St. Clair...................................52.7%	 +1.8
	 Union......................................59.3%	 -0.6
	 Washington............................62.1%	 -1.3

GASCONADE
	 Hermann................................53.6%	 +1.7
	 Owensville..............................47.2%	 +1.5

GENTRY
	 Stanberry................................59.4%	 +3.2

GREENE
	 Glenstone...............................55.0%	 -3.5
	 Republic..................................62.6%	 +4.2
	 South Springfield...................60.6%	 +0.0
	 Springfield..............................36.2%	 +0.7

GRUNDY
	 Trenton...................................46.7%	 +8.3

HARRISON
	 Bethany..................................51.8%	 +2.1

HENRY
	 Clinton....................................51.1%	 +5.1

HICKORY
	 Hermitage..............................53.4%	 +4.3

HOWARD
	 Fayette....................................54.8%	 +4.9

HOWELL
	 Mountain View.......................46.4%	 +3.1
	 West Plains.............................49.8%	 +2.6
	 Willow Springs.......................48.5%	 +6.0

RON
	 Arcadia Valley (fka Ironton)...........43.2%	 +2.64
	 Viburnum................................37.1%	 +5.2

County/Office Name                    FY 19 % of Change

JACKSON
	 Blue Springs...........................63.2%	 +3.2
	 Grandview..............................45.1%	 -1.8
	 Independence........................51.5%	 +1.9
	 Kansas City..............................44.5%	 +9.6
	 Lee's Summit..........................60.3%	 -2.3
	 Raytown..................................37.8%	 -1.6
	 Sugar Creek.............................45.8%	 +1.0

JASPER
	 Carthage.................................54.3%	 +2.7
	 Joplin......................................60.0%	 +1.5
	 Sarcoxie..................................51.4%	 +2.2

JEFFERSON
	 Arnold....................................60.1%	 +0.9
	 DeSoto....................................51.8%	 +1.6
	 High Ridge..............................55.8%	 +3.2
	 Imperial..................................56.4%	 -0.1
	 Twin City.................................61.3%	 -2.8

JOHNSON
	 Warrensburg..........................59.4%	 +2.4

KNOX
	 Edina....................................... 46.9%	 +5.2

LACLEDE
	 Lebanon..................................52.4%	 +5.8

LAFAYETTE
	 Lexington................................56.3%	 +2.7

LAWRENCE
	 Aurora....................................52.0%	 +3.6
	 Mount Vernon........................56.0%	 +6.3

LEWIS
	 Monticello..............................58.0%	 +6.8

LINCOLN
	 Troy......................................... 54.9%	 +4.1

LINN
	 Brookfield...............................55.8%	 +6.6

LIVINGSTON
	 Chillicothe..............................56.3%	 +2.4

County/Office Name                    FY 19 % of Change
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Missouri Registry Participation

Offices in bold text, 150 offices, met or exceeded the average registration goal of 47 percent for FY 19.

MACON
	 Macon....................................52.6%	 +7.2

MADISON
	 Fredericktown........................46.2%	 +1.2

MARIES
	 Vienna....................................48.4%	 +3.9

MARION
	 Hannibal.................................53.4%	 +1.1
	 Palmyra..................................54.9%	 +.07

MCDONALD
	 Pineville..................................49.4%	 +2.8

MERCER
	 Princeton................................51.5%	 +3.0

MILLER
	 Eldon......................................55.8%	 -0.1

MISSISSIPPI
	 Charleston..............................40.1%	 +2.6

MONITEAU
	 California................................47.7%	 +2.2

MONROE
	 Monroe City...........................54.7%	 +2.2
	 Paris........................................ 47.5%	 +3.5

MONTGOMERY
	 Montgomery City...................59.9%	 +5.3

MORGAN
	 Versailles................................51.1%	 +5.8

NEW MADRID
	 New Madrid............................36.8%	 +.09

NEWTON
	 Neosho...................................49.5%	 +2.3

NODAWAY
	 Maryville................................61.6%	 +3.0

OREGON
	 Alton.......................................37.8%	 +4.3

OSAGE
	 Linn......................................... 55.8%	 +2.9

County/Office Name                    FY 18 % of Change

OZARK
	 Gainesville..............................50.5%	 +3.0

PEMISCOT
	 Caruthersville..........................19.8%	 -18.1

PERRY
	 Perryville.................................44.9%	 -1.5

PETTIS
	 Sedalia....................................50.6%	 +3.3

PHELPS
	 Rolla....................................... 54.4%	 +3.6

PIKE
	 Bowling Green........................48.8%	 +3.4
	 Louisiana................................55.8%	 +7.0

PLATTE
	 Parkville..................................67.1%	 +4.8
	 Platte City...............................65.3%	 +2.1

POLK
	 Bolivar....................................51.8%	 -4.7

PULASKI
	 Waynesville............................54.2%	 +2.1

PUTNAM
	 Unionville...............................48.0%	 +7.5

RALLS
	 New London...........................48.8%	 +2.8

RANDOLPH
	 Moberly..................................52.8%	 +2.9

RAY
	 Richmond...............................51.9%	 +4.6

REYNOLDS
	 Ellington..................................36.8%	 +2.9

RIPLEY
	 Doniphan................................42.3%	 +4.4

SALINE
	 Marshall.................................48.1%	 +3.0

SCOTLAND
	 Memphis.................................43.9%	 +4.6

County/Office Name                    FY 18 % of Change
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Missouri Registry Participation

Offices in bold text, 150 offices, met or exceeded the average registration goal of 47 percent for FY 19.

SCOTT
	 Chaffee...................................49.2%	 +1.2
	 Sikeston..................................41.8%	 -1.0

SHANNON
	 Eminence................................44.4%	 +2.8

SHELBY
	 Shelbina..................................45.3%	 +0.7

ST CHARLES
	 Harvester................................61.3%	 +2.2
	 O'Fallon..................................57.6%	 +3.8
	 St. Charles..............................53.4%	 +0.3
	 Wentzville..............................62.1%	 +6.2

ST CLAIR
	 Osceola...................................52.1%	 +5.2

ST FRANCOIS
	 Bonne Terre............................51.4%	 +3.8
	 Farmington.............................40.4%	 -0.4

ST LOUIS
	 Affton.....................................52.7%	 +4.4
	 Bridgeton................................41.7%	 +1.7
	 Chesterfield............................61.9%	 +1.1
	 Clayton...................................60.1%	 -0.2
	 Creve Coeur............................53.3%	 -1.2
	 Des Peres................................64.1%	 +0.1
	 Ferguson.................................21.9%	 -5.8
	 Florissant................................32.4%	 -2.7
	 Maplewood............................61.2%	 +2.7
	 North County..........................18.1%	 -1.6
	 Oakville..................................49.2%	 +0.3
	 Olivette...................................42.2%	 -0.4
	 Overland.................................37.5%	 +0.7
	 South County.........................57.4%	 +3.7
	 West County...........................61.4%	 +1.2

ST LOUIS CITY
	 Central West End....................30.5%	 -0.7
	 Downtown..............................33.3%	 +0.1
	 South Kingshighway................39.0%	 +0.3

STE GENEVIEVE
	 Ste. Genevieve.......................58.8%	 +2.1

STODDARD
	 Dexter.....................................43.5%	 +5.9

County/Office Name                    FY 18 % of Change

STONE
	 Branson West (fka Lakeview).........59.7%	 +4.4
	 Crane......................................51.7%	 -0.2

SULLIVAN
	 Milan......................................40.0%	 +2.4

TANEY
	 Branson..................................56.8%	 +1.4
	 Forsyth...................................57.5%	 +3.8

TEXAS
	 Houston..................................47.4%	 +9.0
	 Licking.....................................30.4%	 -16.0

VERNON
	 Nevada...................................56.5%	 +2.8

WARREN
	 Warrenton..............................54.2%	 -4.8

WASHINGTON
	 Potosi......................................39.1%	 +2.8

WAYNE
	 Piedmont................................47.1%	 +4.0

WEBSTER
	 Marshfield..............................54.6%	 +5.0

WORTH
	 Grant City...............................51.5%	 +1.9

WRIGHT
	 Hartville..................................46.1%	 +3.6
	 Mountain Grove.....................41.6%	 +4.8

County/Office Name                    FY 18 % of Change

Data Limitations: 
Registry participation is for July 2018 through June 2019 and is 
based on the total transactions responding "yes" to being placed 
on the DRS. Offices that are in bold text exceeded the average 
registration goal of 47 percent for FY 19. The percentages were 
calculated by location independent of contractor; a contractor 
change or office closure during FY 18 or FY 19 may alter the 
percentage. Percent of change refers to change from the 
previous fiscal year. Data is subject to change based on future 
data submission or correction.
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

Alternate forms of this publication for persons with disabilities 
may be obtained by contacting the Missouri Department of 

Health and Senior Services at 573-522-2847.
Hearing- and speech-impaired citizens can dial 711. 

Every act of kindness 
creates a ripple. 


